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On Aug. 29, the UN extended its presence in Haiti until the end of the year, in part because of
concern about human rights violations by the new national police. Almost two years after a US-led
invasion restored Haiti's democratically elected government, the country is still suffering from its
legacy of violence. Haitians are concerned at the outbreak of violence and at the apparent inability of
the new police force to control the situation.
On Aug. 28, more than 500 people marched through Port-au-Prince to protest the violence that they
attributed to former members of the military. Many who experienced the repression of Haiti's past
emphasized that, for ordinary Haitians, security is still vastly improved from what it was during
the three years that former president Jean Bertrand Aristide was in exile and the military ran the
country. They expressed concern, however, that the former military are trying to again take over.
In a dramatic incident on Aug. 19, an armed group staged simultaneous attacks against the National
Palace, the parliament building, and the main police station in Port-au- Prince. The attackers,
wearing military fatigues, used automatic and semi-automatic weapons and grenades in the attack,
which occurred just after midnight, according to Police Chief Jean Yonel Trecile. One police officer
and one civilian were killed during the attack.
Former soldiers, angry that they no longer have work or the pensions they were promised, have
demonstrated in the capital, saying they would resort to violence if their protests went unheeded.
However, this was the first known attack by the former soldiers since Aristide was restored to
power. The attack occurred two days after 20 people, including 16 former military, were arrested on
suspicion of involvement in acts of violence and destabilization. The arrests took place during a raid
on the headquarters of the right-wing Mobilization pour le Developpement National (MDN) party,
headed by Hubert de Ronceray.
The government said the arrests, which de Ronceray called "dictatorial," triggered the attack on the
government buildings as retribution. On Aug. 21, arrest orders were issued for De Ronceray and
former de facto president Prosper Avril. Various sources in Haiti said that a group of former military
have been meeting regularly to plan actions to destabilize the Preval government and that certain
political sectors intend to provoke disturbances that could eventually lead to a takeover of power.
President Rene Preval said that the day before the attack, unknown persons fired at the residence
of former president Jean Bertrand Aristide in Tabarre, east of Port-au- Prince. He suggested that
much of the recent violence might be the work of former military tied to the Duvalier dictatorship
and the regime of Gen. Raoul Cedras, who left the country just prior to the US invasion (see NotiSur,
09/23/94, 09/30/94, 10/14/94). "The police should look toward the ex-military, with respect to the
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 55542
ISSN: 1060-4189

latest events in the country, in Cap-Haitien and in Port-au-Prince," said Preval. However, Serge
Gilles, head of the Parti Nationaliste Progressiste Revolutionnaire (PANPRA), said that political
uncertainty contributes to the security problems. "These matters are fundamentally political," said
Gilles. "There will be no real security if the people are not involved. And that will not happen unless
the authority of the government is re-established. For that to happen, the foreign troops will have to
stay three to five years longer in the country." Despite the ideological differences between PANPRA
and the MDN, Gilles called the raid on the MDN offices "an attack against all political parties."
In the days following the attack on the government buildings, three political figures were
assassinated, two of them prominent members of the opposition. Antoine Leroy, second in
command in the MDN, and Jacques Florival, a high- ranking party member, were gunned down
by armed assailants who got away after the shooting. In addition to the killings of political figures,
at least nine UN-trained police have been assassinated in the past few months. On the other hand,
hundreds of police are under investigation for crimes related to drug trafficking, armed robbery, or
human rights violations. The police chief has indicated that as many as 10% of the 5,000-person force
will be dismissed before the end of the year. However, Enrique Ter Horst, a Venezuelan who took
over the UN Mission in Haiti last March, pointed out that creating a new institution takes time and it
is "difficult to establish a police force in less than three years."
The new Haitian national police will have become a force that respects human rights and is
prepared to defend public security "sometime during the second half of next year," said Ter Horst.
"It is necessary to adopt a practical perspective. There are no shortcuts or miracle solutions."
Nevertheless, accusations that police have tortured and mistreated people in custody have
increased significantly in the first six months of 1996. According to a UN report distributed in late
August, more than 80 people were beaten or otherwise mistreated during interrogations between
January and June. "It is urgent to strengthen the mechanisms of discipline and initiate appropriate
punishment for any police agent who participates in serious human rights violations," the report
went on. "Ongoing problems" with the "illegal and disproportionate" use of firearms by the police
and off-duty agents, was also reported.
In his report to the General Assembly, UN Secretary General Boutros Ghali said progress in human
rights has been slow and marred by serious violations "including summary executions, deliberate
attacks with firearms, and mistreatment or torture of suspects by the police." The secretary general
said that such incidents "show the persistent fragility of institutions" that have existed or are
being created. Following Boutros Ghali's recommendation, the UN extended its presence in Haiti
through the end of the year. In June, the UN had extended the previous June 30 deadline, allowing
600 troops to remain, along with 300 police, plus another 700, mostly Canadian, troops, which
are independently funded. June 30 marked the end of the UN Mission in Haiti (UNMIH) and the
beginning of its replacement, the smaller UN Support Mission in Haiti (UNSMIH).
After Boutros Ghali's report to the UN, Haiti's UN Ambassador Pierre Lelong insisted that law and
order are respected in his country but said that judicial reforms and a new police force would not
resolve all the problems without an improvement in the economic situation. The economic situation,
especially unemployment problems, is of great concern to most Haitians. Much of the increased
violence is random street violence aggravated by the extreme poverty faced by the majority of
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the population. "There is a clear relationship between economic growth and security," said Ter
Horst. "The more efficiently we confront the question of development, the quicker we will be able
to leave." As part of his efforts to respond to the economic problems, Preval presented his case
for economic assistance to Florida Governor Lawton Chiles, who visited the island in June. Chiles
said after the hour-long-meeting at the National Palace that the items needed by the impoverished
Caribbean nation included construction equipment. "He definitely wants bulldozers," said Chiles.
"We also talked about aid for hospitals and ways of getting our entrepreneurs to come down. Haiti is
going to be a great market for us, they are very close."
The country, already the poorest in the region, is hampered by the delay in receiving promised
US aid, which has been held up by the Republican-controlled Congress because of the Preval
administration's failure to privatize industries (see NotiSur, 05/31/96). In addition, the political
turbulence scares off many foreign investors. Meanwhile, additional US troops quietly returned
to Haiti in late July and again in August after the escalation of violence. Most US soldiers left Haiti
six months ago, when the UN took responsibility for training a new police force. Some 300 US
troops, mostly engineers, remained to help rebuild the Caribbean nation's infrastructure. About 250
troops from the 82nd Airborne Division were sent to Haiti in late July for about 10 days, and another
contingent of 50 US marines went to Haiti on Aug. 20.
Although the deployments were described as "routine training missions," sources reported that US
President Bill Clinton's administration was concerned about threats against Preval and Aristide.
Clinton, in the midst of his re-election campaign, has called the US role in Haiti a foreign-policy
success. "It's fair to say that there was an increase in the level of concern because of reports of
potential assassination attempts," a senior administration official said. "Things aren't going badly.
But there are indeed disgruntled, right-wing military Duvalierists and they are stirring the pot."
Dictators Francois "Papa Doc" Duvalier and his son Jean-Claude ruled Haiti from 1957 to 1986. US
government officials gave differing interpretations to the troop deployment. While the US Embassy
said the marines' mandate was "not to provide stability and security to the country," Pentagon
spokesperson Michael Doubleday said the deployment was to support the democratically elected
government of Haiti. "The opponents of the Haitian government should realize that not only the
US, but also the UN and other countries of the hemisphere are following closely what happens in
Haiti," said Doubleday. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 08/19/96, 08/21/96; Deutsche Press Agentur,
08/21/96; Inter Press Service, 07/02/96, 08/22/96; Reuter, 06/11/96, 06/17/96, 08/02/96, 08/19/96,
08/28/96; Spanish news service EFE, 08/06/96, 08/11/96, 08/19/96, 08/21/96, 08/29/96)
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